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hearing, Garacontié made him a speech, full of good
sense and of an eloquence that had no savor of
barbarism. It contained only civilities and offers of
friendship and service from his whole nation, prayers
for a new Jesuit Mission, and polite expressions
of condolence upon [25] the death of the late Father
le Moine, the news of which he had just learned.
Ondessonk, said he in a loud voice, addressing that
Father, whom the Barbarians called by this name,
hearest thou me jfrom the country of the dead, whither
thou hast so quickly passed? Thou it was who didst so
many times expose thy life on the scaffolds of the Agnie-
hronnons,; who didst go bravely into their very fires, to
snatch so many Frenchmen jfrom the flames; who didst
carry peace and tranquillity whithersoever thou didst go,
and who madest converts wherever thou didst dwell. We
have seen thee on our council-mats deciding questions of
peace and war; our cabins were found to be too small when
thou didst enter them, and our villages themselves were
too cramped when thou wast present,— so great was the
crowd of people attracted thither by thy words. [26] But I
disturb thy rest with this importunate address. So often
didst thou teach us that this life of afflictions is followed
by one of eternal happiness; since, then, thou dost now
possess that life, what reason have we to mourn thee?
But we weep for thee because, in losing thee, we have lost
our Father and Protector. Nevertheless we will console
ourselves with the thought that thou still holdest that rela-
tion to us in Heaven, and that thou hast found in that
abode the infinite joy whereof thou hast so often told us.
He finally concluded this speech by rehearsing,
with modesty, all that he had done for the French,
and asking of them, for sole reward, their good graces
and the freedom of three prisoners of his nation.



